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Accelerated English 10 – Hemingway

“Hills Like White Elephants”

1. What is important about what is not being said in the story?
2. Is the male character admirable? What does he want? How do you know?
3. Is the female character admirable? What does she have going for her? Explain with textual evidence.
4. What is the nature of their relationship? How would you define their dynamic? Use examples from the text to justify your response.
5. What about the hills being like white elephants silly or profound? How does the setting and imagery regarding the setting inform the conflict and tone of the story?
6. What is the effect of Hemingway's use of dialogue? How does it affect the tone of the story?
7. Hemingway once suggested that his purpose in such a story is to tell the reader as little as possible directly yet to reveal characters' motives and their conflict. How does this principle operate in this story? Where would you like to have more information (besides "he said" and "she said")? 
8. Lewis Weeks, Jr., claimed in 1980 that "although subject, setting, point of view, characterization, dialog, irony, and compression all make 'Hills Like White Elephants' one of Hemingway's most brilliant short stories, the symbolism implicit in the title and developed in the story contributes more than any other single quality to the powerful impact." Agree with any part of this statement in detail, quoting relevant phrases from the story as needed.

Directions: Answer the following questions thoughtfully and using complete sentences using specific evidence from the piece to support your answer. 








