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English 10 – The Great Gatsby
“Some Observations Regarding Fitzgerald’s East Egg and West Egg”

While Fitzgerald may have intended to base his East Egg and West Egg societies on actual places in the state of New York, the author clearly reveals his love for contextual symbolism (a literary technique wherein the author invents his/her own context in which one thing represents something else) through his two eggs.  Careful readers may notice how Fitzgerald initially appears to establish his East Egg characters through universal symbolism (a literary technique wherein the author relies on readers of a given culture to understand one thing also being able to represent something else).  While many readers in Western societies might initially find the color white to suggest innocence or purity, readers of The Great Gatsby quickly discover that the three East Eggers:  Jordan Baker, Daisy Buchanan, and Tom Buchanan, are anything but innocent or pure.  Thus, Fitzgerald sets up one of many contextual symbols through his use of East Eggers wearing white.  


In addition to being one of many of Fitzgerald’s symbolic constructions, the roles of East Egg and West Egg also function to establish plot (an author’s basic storyline, including characters and conflicts that need resolution) and characterization (the means by which an author brings life to his/her characters).  Where Nick Carraway grew up (in a place in the Chicago area that is clearly much like East Egg) and where Nick currently resides (in West Egg) reflect one of his several distinguishing functions.  Because he grew up in a place like East Egg, he is able to go to Yale, maintain an acquaintance with Tom and Daisy, date Jordan Baker, and even wear the obligatory white pants when first going to one of Gatsby’s parties.  However, his choice to move to West Egg reflects his openness to the “new” America whose dreams all are meant to be allowed to pursue.  He could have inherited his father’s business, just as he could have espoused Tom’s racist and excessively conservative views.  Instead, he chooses to live a more understanding and democratic life; he follows his father’s advice he reveals in the novel’s first sentence.  


Of course, students should ultimately come to understand the value of Nick’s egalitarian approach.  Since the culminating essay involves this appreciation, as the teacher, you should really stress the importance of noticing who is from which egg and what this comes to mean.  Students may be tempted to simply shout out that if Gatsby would just only wear white, all his problems would be solved.  That, to be sure, is part of the tragedy:  Gatsby can never know the social code he was not born into.  His West Egg world of “new money” allows for showy flamboyance, but it does not provide for the legacy of money and social mores only the East Eggers realize.  If students struggle to keep the eggs straight, you may wish to point out that East Eggers had money first (old money), just as the East Coast was the first coast in our nation to be settled. 


Throughout this unit, you will be encouraged to have students comparing their own socioeconomic backgrounds with those of the characters in this novel.  To whom do they most relate?  If they are from a relatively poor background, do they relate to Myrtle Wilson’s yearning for something other, or do they believe, like George Wilson, that working hard will eventually equate with success?  If they are from a well-to-do situation, do they believe they are somehow exclusively entitled to this (like Tom Buchanan), or do they believe that various Gatsbys of the world ought to be given a chance?  So many questions can be raised from even just the setting of this book.  
OVER! (
Step 1: Summarize
· Start with a broad, one-sentence summary of the text (remember, a sentence is at least a SV+):
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Step 2: Theme

· What is the message of the text?

· Explain the author’s purpose. What does he or she want readers to think, feel, do or believe?

· Explain how the author achieves that purpose. How does he or she make readers see the message?

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Step 3: Connection

· How does this article relate to chapter 1 of The Great Gatsby?

· What new information did you learn that helps you understand the setting/context of the novel?

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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